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SUB J : INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR EUROPEAN MIGRATION 
( ICEM) 

REF: ROME 3665 
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1. U. S. POSITION AT MAY 23-24 ICEM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING IN FACE OF AUSTRALIAN WITHDRAWAL WILL STRONGLY 
FAVOR CONTINUATION OF ICEM. WE WILL SEEK SUPPORT FOR OUR 
VIEW THAT ICEM. AS AN ORGANIZATION OF FREE NATIONS DEDI- 
CATED TO FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT, REMAINS UNIQUELY CAPABLE TO 
ACT RAPIDLY IN SOLVING EMERGENT REFUGEE PROBLEMS. THIS 
WAS DRAMATICALLY ILLUSTRATED IN THE RECENT TRANSPORT BY 
ICEM OF NEARLY 5,000 UGANDAN ASIANS. ICEM' S DEFT INITIA- 
TIVES AND STAUNCH MEMBER SUPPORT HELPED MAKE POSSIBLE THE 
LATER INTERVENTION OF THE UNHCR. ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT 
EXAMPLE IS ICEM' S ASSISTANCE TO JEWISH REFUGEES FROM THE 
SOVIET UNION. 
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2. THEU. S. WILL, HOWEVER, IN CONCERT WITH OTHER EXCOM 
MEMBERS, URGE UPON ICEM ADMINISTRATION THE NECESSITY FOR 
SEVERE COST- CUTTING, BEYOND THAT WHICH ICEM ALREADY HAS 
UNDER WAY. OBVIOUSLY, U. S. AND OTHER MEMBERS WILL WELCOME 
AND FULLY EXPLORE ALL SUGGESTIONS INCLUDING THOSE SET FORTH 
BY GOI IN REFTEL AND OTHERS GOI MAY DEVELOP. HOWEVER WE 

DO NOT CONSIDER GOT S SUGGESTION OF INTEGRATING ICEM WITH 

UNHCR FEASIBLE SOLUTION. 

3. KELLOGG HAS JUST BEEN INFORMED BY TELEGRAM FROM ICEM 
DIRECTOR THOMAS THAT GREECE AND GERMANY HAVE REPLIED TO 
AUSTRALIAN NOTE VERBALE, GREECE REQUESTING NO CHANGE IN 
HANDLING MOVEMENTS FOR 1973, AND GERMANY DEPLORING 
WITHDRAWAL AND REQUESTING AUSTRALIA RECONSIDER MEMBERSHIP 
QUOTE IF ONLY WITH REGARD TO THE REFUGEE PROGRAM OF THE 
COMMITTEE UNQUOTE. 

4. IN VIEW U. S. POSITION AS SET FORTH ABOVE AND EFFORTS 
OTHER MEMBERS UNDER WAY ( SUCH AS GREECE AND GERMANY) TO 
HAVE AUSTRALIA RECONSIDER ITS ACTIONS OR TO BLUNT IMPACT 
ON ICEM, U. S. HOPES GOI WILL FOCUS ON EXPLORATION OF 
PROPOSALS TO KEEP ICEM AND ITS ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS ALIVE 
AND AVAILABLE TO BENEFIT MEMBER NATIONS. 

5. GOI SUGGESTION THAT WORKING GROUP OF PRINCIPAL CON- 
TRIBUTORS BE FORMED STRIKES US, DEPENDING UPON RESULTS 
UPCOMING EXCOM SESSION, AS CONSTRUCTIVE PROPOSAL. 

6. IN LIGHT OF PREVIOUS REQUEST FROM ICEM DIRECTOR 
THOMAS THAT WE INTERVENE WITH GOI IN SUPPORT OF ICEM, 

EMBASSY, IF IT DEEMS ADVISABLE, MAY DRAW UPON FOREGOING 
AND CONVEY TO TORNETTA CONTINUING U. S. INTEREST IN ICEM. 

EMO ASSY MAY ALSO INFORM GOI THAT AMBASSADOR KELLOGG AND 
OTHER MEMBERS OF U. S. DELEGATION LOOK FORWARD TO BENEFIT 
OF CLOSE CONSULTATION WITH GOI DELEGATION AT EXCOM MEET- 
ING IN MAY. FYI ICEM DEPUTY DIRECTOR MASELLI, ITALIAN 
NATIONAL, ARRIVING ROME MONDAY MAY 14 FOR CONSULTATIONS 
WITH HIS GOVERNMENT. ROGERS 
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